
•v^-

Asbe s t o s c l eanup to begin in MayEPA to supervise as Grace begins work
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency wi l l begin overseeing the removal of asbestos-contaminated soil from at least twtLibby s tarting in May, and W.R. Grace & Co. wi l l hire the workers and pay the costs, according to an EPA o f f i c i a l in Libby."We have targeted two place s in town for cleanup," said Paul Peronard, EPA's on-scene coordinator in Libby. "One is the oldplant and railroad l oad ing station down off the Kootenai River. We're in the process of... negot ia t ing a three-way agreementwith the proper ty owners about how we're going to schedule and do the c leanup around their business operations at the screeiRight now it looks l ike we're going to start in May," Peronard said.The asbestos contamination came from the former W.R. Grace & Co. vermiculi te mine and processing p l a n t that operated inLibby for decades. V e r m i c u l i t e ore that was mined up Rainy Creek was contaminated with dangerous tremol i t e asbestos.The c l eanup w i l l involve removing one foot of topsoi l off the property currently used by Raintree Nursery, owned by Mel anParker"That should take all the vermiculite asbestos off the property. It'll get hauled off either to a secure landfill or ... back to the rri t s e l f , " Peronard said."We're working out whether [the Parkers] want us to have the bu i ld ing s cleaned or d emo l i sh ed . They're worried about wheth>going to come back into business af t er this or whether they're going to retire. T h e y have to work out a d i f f e r e n t agreement wiGrace about their compensation for loss of business," Peronard said.The cleanup includes "about 70 percent" of 21 acres owned by the Parkers.The c leanup across the river from the Parker property will be more limited."We didn't f ind as much [vermicu l i t e} over there," Peronard said."There's an area east of the nursery that's owned by Kootenai Development Corp. ... that had some storage p i l e s [of asbestos-contaminated vermicul i t e ore] there." Peronard said those areas wil l be tested as the c leanup progresses."The work is f a i r l y basic. ... It is not complicated work," he said."Right now what we're going to attempt to do is have Grace a c tua l ly hire and pay the contractors to do the c l eanup. I'll do thefor the work," Peronard said. "They'll put together a work plan before anything gets done and I'll get that out for pub l i c revie'comment," he said.Peronard said this f irs t job w i l l be f in i s h ed soon."It shouldn't take more than a couple of months," he said."We s t i l l have to resolve how we want to leave the property and that w i l l d epend on the wishes of the Parkers," Peronard said"We're not go ing to scrape it off and leave it denuded. We'll have to bring in t o p s o i l , we'll have to replant and reconfigure thehe said.The cleanup at the former export p l a n t near the baseball f i e l d s in Libby won't begin unti l more test results are in, Peronard sais currently occupied by M i l l w o r k West."What I'm waiting for now is the data back from the ball f i e l d s and the areas around that to get the full handle on the scope olwhat we do out there. It w i l l all progress in s imilar fa sh ion to how we do at [Raintree Nursery]. You dig down with some coikeep dust l eve l s down and you have to o u t f i t workers for proper respiratory pro t e c t i on, but it's not p a r t i c u l a r l y c ompl i ca t ed wPeronard said.


